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Intelligent people have varying degrees of suspicion that the US government is in bed with the American 
mainstream media, and anyone who monitors the news media with discerning eyes can quite easily identify 
specific stories and strategies that are being used to persuade and intimidate the population. For those 
who want “evidence” of such manipulation, one needs to look no further than the findings of a Senate 
Select Committee in 1 975, which confirms and details this, has occurred for decades on a scale larger than 
most people could imagine. 

Operation Mockingbird, as it was called, was exposed in 1 975 during the Church Committee investigation, 
which then published its findings the following year. The full name of the committee which investigated and 
uncovered such activities was called, “The United States Senate Select Committee to Study Governmental 
Operations with Respect to Intelligence Activities” which was chaired by Senator Frank Church (D-ID). 

Through this investigation it became clear that such a program was developed in the 1 950s for the 
purpose of persuading American and foreign media, as well as to use the media as gate-keepers to 
prevent certain information from being published and reaching the masses. 

In 1948 an espionage and counter-intelligence branch within the CIA was created for the purpose of 
“propaganda, economic warfare; preventive direct action, including sabotage, anti-sabotage, demolition 
and evacuation measures; subversion against hostile states, including assistance to underground 
resistance groups, and support of indigenous anti-Communist elements in threatened countries of the free 
world.” Later that year Operation Mockingbird was established to influence the domestic and foreign 
media. Philip Graham, the owner of The Washington Post, was first recruited to run the project within the 
industry and develop a network of assets. 

After 1 953, the network had influence over twenty-five newspapers and wire agencies and was overseen 
by Allen Dulles, who was director of the CIA. The Mockingbird program also involved major television 
broadcasters, including William Paley, the CEO of CBS broadcasting. 

(Excerpt from The New World Order: Facts & Fiction by Mark Dice - Available on Amazon.com, 
Kindle and Nook.) 

Thomas Braden, who was the head of the International Organizations Division (IOD), which was a 
division of the CIA dealing with human intelligence services, played a substantial role in Operation 
Mockingbird and would later reveal, “If the director of CIA wanted to extend a present, say, to someone in 
Europe— a Labour leader— suppose he just thought, this man can use fifty thousand dollars, he’s working 
well and doing a good job— he could hand it to him and never have to account to anybody... There was 
simply no limit to the money it could spend and no limit to the people it could hire and no limit to the 
activities it could decide were necessary to conduct the war— the secret war.. ..It was multinational.” 

According to the Congressional report published in 1 976, “The CIA currently maintains a network of 
several hundred individuals around the world who provide intelligence for the CIA and at times attempt to 
influence opinion through the use of covert propaganda. These individuals provide the CIA with direct 
access to a large number of newspapers and periodicals, scores of press services and news agencies, 
radio and television stations, commercial book publishers, and other foreign media outlets.” 

The committee also concluded that the cost of the program was approximately $265 million a year, which 
when adjusted for inflation as of 201 0 means that in today’s dollars the program costs an astounding one 
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billion dollars a year. 

A year after the Church Committee released its findings on Operation Mockingbird, Rolling Stone 
magazine published an article on the program and named various prominent journalists who they alleged 
to be involved with it. Some of these included Ben Bradlee, who wrote for Newsweek, Stewart Alsop, who 
wrote for the New York Herald Tribune, James Reston (New York Times), Charles Douglas Jackson (Time 
Magazine), Walter Pincus (Washington Post), William C. Baggs (The Miami News), and others. 

In 2007 a large amount of documents known as the “Family Jewels” were declassified and released by the 
National Security Archive, which also revealed that the CIA had routinely wiretapped Washington-based 
news reporters. These individuals were most likely seen as a threat to the establishment and were not 
playing along with the propaganda and gate-keeping efforts within the media establishment. 

As with nearly every other case of rampant institutional corruption in government agencies, the CIA claims 
to have ended the program— another claim that is laughable. 

(Excerpt from The New World Order: Facts & Fiction by Mark Dice - Available on Amazon.com, 
Kindle and Nook.) 
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